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Paul Johnson’s Short Biography of George Washington
In the book “George Washington: The Founding Father,” Paul Johnson, an eminent British Journalist, supplement the level of apprehension in other great works that he has written regarding the view of this great American. This instructive biography of George Washington reveals that he was the most prototypical figure of the late 18th century. The biography by Johnson contrasts other biographers who have the ideology that the American Revolution is the discrete beginning. His ideology is that the revolution resulted from the confluence of English tradition and values, the Age of Reason, and the long history of the Independent American colonies that existed between King George. Due to his importance and contribution to America, Johnson defines George Washington as an important figure to America.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Johnson (2009) regards Washington as the founding father of America. Washington was responsible for the liberation of thirteen colonies from the British Empire that had occupied America and who had superior force. Johnson (2009) observes that Washington was the central actor during the American Revolution. During the Second Continental Congress held in 1775, a Continental Army was formed, which consisted of citizens from 13 colonies. George Washington was selected to be the Commander-in-Chief of the Army. The colonies were ready to fight for their rights. He acted as the commander in chief of the American forces for a period of eight years, from 1775-1783, against the British forces who were all powerful. At the end of these revolutionary wars, Washington found that he had some potentially difficult decisions that he had to make. He had brought together mixtures of poor trained, underpaid, and poorly equipped military personnel from the 13 colonies that he had liberated from the British rule. It is important to note that these colonies did not exist in peace, but were previously characterized by conflicts on interests and sectorial violence between the populace from these colonies did not get along. He was effective in bringing together these people and led to a war against the most disciplined, wealthy, armed, and largest military force that existed at the time. During the battle, he fought against all odds and eventually came out victorious against the British Army. In essence, Washington was a hero to everyone in the newly freed nation that has no central form of government. 
Given the condition of the colonies at the time, he could have established a government of his liking that could control the thirteen colonies with him as a leader. However, this was not the case. He resigned his position as the commander in chief of the armed forces. Johnson (2009), claims that Washington went home after the liberation. The essence was to give the liberated colonies a chance to come up with a system of government that suited them. In a sense, Washington allowed for democracy in the region. Later, Washington presided over the process that led to the production and ratification of the American Federal Constitution that has lasted for over two hundred years with suitable amendments. As the commander who led to the liberation, Washington was indispensable in the constitution making process. He was among the 39 delegates who signed the U.S. Constitution, which resulted in the unification of the 13 colonies into one union. In addition, he was the leader of the administration that oversaw the implementation of the constitution. In this respect, his actions clearly indicate that Washington was a great man and worth of the title the founding father. 
The ambitions of George Washington are a major factor that led to the American Revolution. Johnson (2009) claims that “there is a great interdependence between his ambitions with those of the colonies.” In his adult life, Washington was driven by what Johnson refers to as ‘the paramountcy of land’ as well as his ‘notion of interest’ (2009). One of his ambitions was to own, develop, and manage much acreage as he possibly could. With much estate, he knew that he could significantly increase his net worth and establish essential connections through family, friends, and clans. According to Johnson (2009), "this put a man ahead of his immediate competitors in getting something he wanted -- a place, a promotion, a contract, a favor." However, with the British control over America, he could not achieve his ambitions. Regardless the fact that he tried to avoid it, he came into a realization that the eventual separation of America from British servitude could act to serve his interest and that of the colonies. On the other hand, the Americans within these colonies had been oppressed by the British rule and demanded liberation. The alignment of his ambition and the interest of the colonies made it easy for Washington to plan and execute a revolt against the British rule. Eventually, these revolts turned to become the American Revolution against the British Empire. 
A majority of the colonist settled in the North American. Most of these had come to America from because of their strong political and religious views. Subsequently, most of these colonists viewed personal freedom as a right that could not be denied unto them. Johnson (2009) writes that trade in the colonies was restricted; hence the colonies had to rely on imported goods from Britain. Also, there was little money and no official banking system had been established. Thus, the colonist relied on credit and barter trade to get what they wanted. In addition, Britain needed revenue to settle the debts it had accrued in wars. As a solution, the King and Parliament deemed it necessary tax the colonies. They imposed several forms of taxes from the colonists as a means to help settle the debt. A majority of the colonists felt that they were to be exempted from these taxes because the England Parliament passed them and not their colonial governments. Therefore, they protested and claimed that these taxes were a violation to their British citizens’ rights. In 1774, the First Continental Congress was held where a list of complaints was passed regarding the manner in which Britain treated colonists. Colonist felt their concerns fell on deaf ears, causing unhappiness amongst them. In April 1775, in the Battles of Lexington and Concord, some colonists fought against the British army. 
In essence, Paul Johnson portrays George Washington as the most important figure in the history of the U.S. Johnson biography shows that Washington was a great leader who was able to liberate 13 colonies from the British imperial rule against all odds. He also went on to foresee the production of the U.S. constitution. In the book, Johnson has produced a brief life that portrays an image of a warrior, a commander-in-chief, a constitution maker, and a wise president. He also reveals his unusual skills, foresight, patriarchy, and a proprietor whose dream led to the creation of the U.S.
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